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  By Paul Kivel 

 
What People of Color Want From White 
Allies: 
 

• “Respect us” 
• “Listen to us” 
• “Find out about us” 
• “Don’t make assumptions” 
• “Don’t take over” 
• “Stand by my side” 
• “Provide information” 
• “Don’t assume you know what’s best for me” 
• “Resources” 
• “Money” 
• “Take risks” 
• “Make mistakes” 
• “Don’t take it personally” 
• “Honesty” 
• “Understanding” 
• “Talk to other white people” 
• “Teach your children about racism” 
• “Interrupt jokes and comments” 
• “Don’t ask me to speak for my people” 
• “Speak up” 
• “Support” 
• “Don’t be scared by my anger” 
• “Your body on the line” 
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