Eric Katz July 15, 2010

NEH Workshop: The Most Southern Place on Earth Lesson Plan

Aim: What factors contributed to tl@&reat Migration?

Subject and GradeLevel: U.S. History/Social Studies, grade (£hn also b&isedwith
younger studentslepending upon the primary sources that you choose }o use

Lesson Objectives:

1. Help students to understand important ideas about the Great Migration

Facilitate the connection of previous knowledge about U.S. immigration to the

phenomenon of internal domesthigration

3. Have students interpret a U.S. map with details on the Great Migration

4. Reinfore st udent sd knowledge of U.S. geography
5. Foster communication and collaborative skills by having students work in partners

6. Give students the opportunity to work wighmary sources
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. Review the concepts of pull and push factors
. Expose students to blues music and lyrics
.Link a historical trend to studentsod6 exi st

Do Now: Based on the map (Attachment 1) and your earlier studigarofppean immigration to
the U.S. from 1890 to 1920st 3 push and pull factors that brought Europeans to the United
States.(5 minutes)

Lesson Procedure:

1. Have students copy down the Aim and, while looking at the map on the Smartboard,
answer the Do Nowuestion during the first 5 minutes of class.

2. Brainstorm and discuss studdintssponses to the Do Now activity.

Show the U.S. map of the Great Migration (Attachment 2) on the Smartboard.

4. Ask students several key questions about the map, including:

e Whatis the main idea of this map?

e What is the difference between immigration and migration?
e How many African Americans left the south?

e What states did Africans Americans leave?

e Which states were their destinations?

5. To reinforce st udoeatiansfd).S.kstateswanckuding ehe mdp astah e
guide, have students create a graphic organizer that shows the states that African
Americans left and the states where they went to. (5 minutes) The graphic organizer
could simply look like this:
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6. Distribute Photo Cards (Attachment 3) of the Great Migration. Each photo card should
have 1 match.
7. Have students stand up and find theirtipar with the same photo without talking.
Students should then sit down quietly with their partner.
8. Distribute the Primary Source packets (Attachment 4) offiesson accounts of the
Great Migration. To create packets, choose from among the sources, letters,
advertisements and journal articles in AttachmenEdch packet should have at least 3
different accounts/sourcesAs an alternative, give students both primary and secondary
sources.
9. Have students work with their partner and create a chart that highlights the push and pull
factors for African Americans during the Great Migration.
10. While stuaents are working with their Primary Sources, play blues music that has
references to both push and pull factors.
11. Post 2 pieces of butcher paper on the wall. The top of one shouldPresidi-actors of
the Great MigrationThe other should redeull Factas of the Great Migration
12. Distribute yellow and blue Pogtnotes.
13. Partners should write individual push factors on their yellow-Restind pull factors on
their blue Postt notes.
14. Students will stick their Post notes to the appropriate bulletiard.
15.Have a final wragup discussion by quickly reviewing the following key questions:
¢ What were push factors for African Americans during the Great Migration?
¢ What were pull factors?
¢ How did the Great Migration change the United States?
¢ What does the &. look like today as a result of the Great Migration?

Materials:

e Map of European Immigration (Attachment 1)

¢ Map of Great Migration (Attachment 2)

¢ Photo Cards of the Great Migration (Attachment 3)

e Primary Sources/Accounts of the Great Migration (Attachmgnt
e Butcher Paper

¢ Yellow and Blue Posit Notes

¢ Blues Music



Homework:

1. Write a summary of the Great Migration (191960) OR

2. Compare and contrast European immigration in the early 1900s to the Great Migration
OR

3. Using your knowledge of push and piattors for African Americans, create a journal
entry that explains your reasons for leaving the South and heading North

Follow-Up Lesson:

Prepare a series of questions and have the students watch the docurGeimaty, Chicago



Lesson Attachments:

Attachment 1: Map of European Immigration

Map: Immigration to the United States 1880-1920
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Attachment 2. Map of the Great Migration

The Great Migration, 1916-1930

Many of the Exodusters eventually left
@Qakiand Kansas, and Oklahoma for California.
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Map by Michael Siegel
Rutgers Cartography 2005 Source: “The Atlas of African-American History and Politics™




Attachment 3: Photo Cards of the Great Migration
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AFRICAN AMERICANS AND THE GREAT MIGRATION
1915—1930




and what they brought with them
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Attachment 4: Primary Sources/Accounts of the Great Migration



