Annotated Resource Set (ARS)

Content Theme: Lyrics and Life: Music of the Delta

Developed by: Vicki Murphy and Michelle Pearson

Essential Questions and Objectives:

What musicians and music help illuminate the culture and stories of the Mississippi
Delta?

How can the lyrics of the music which was born in the Delta define this place?

How have the Blues influenced other forms of music over time?

Contextual Paragraph for Resource Set:

The Delta is one of the culturally richest regions in the United States, but is often left unexplored
by teachers and students due to the lack of basic information which provides a foundational
understanding of the area. Central to the Delta is the Blues Highway, Route 61, which was the
path leading north during the Great Migration and served as a core foundation for artists who
have “talked” about the Delta, the struggles of the people in this region, and life in this culturally
diverse area. Additionally, the Delta was the home of the Blues, a type of music born from
desperation, which would later affect the development of other types of music through several
more decades including today.

This resource set provides primary sources, lyrics, and several activities that encourage
students to look at the Delta and south through a variety of viewpoints. The focus of this set is
most particularly the musicians who called the Delta and Blues Highway a part of their home, or
who were influenced by the Blues as they developed their own musical style and songs.
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Suggested Activities, Assessments, and Objectives

Grade Curriculum Curriculum Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Suggested Links to Other
Level Connections Standards Strategies Assessment Resources
Content Objectives Thinking Objectives Strategies
6-8 Social U.S. History This section What musicians and music | Students will predict the | Have students individually Complete a Additional Resources for
Studies has been left help illuminate the culture effects of society in the research the various artists perspective writing for information on the Delta
Government blank and stories of the Delta and explain the presented in this collection to a singer that would Region and Blues Highway:
o intentionally Mississippi Delta? impact of this society in learn about their personal have lived during this
Civics chjliiactrc])r can the music created by background and history. era. Delta Center:
Writing and fill in the How can Fhe lyrics of the this selection of artists. Compare and contrast the www.blueshighway.org
Reading standard_s that | music which was bprn in _ backgrounds of the artists and Have studen_ts BB King Museum:
are appllcable the Delta define this place? | Students determine discuss how this affected the complete a first person hitp://www bbki.ngmuseum or
Inquiry to their perspective in primary development of their music and | narrative describing g/ ] ] ’
contentarea. | How have the Blues sources. style. why they have created
Geography The %Ct(leltleS influenced other forms of the lyrics they have Staxx Museum
_ %%ree to the music over time? Students will analyze Have students listen to and for what purpose. http://www.soulsvilleusa.com/
Music National various sets of lyrics and | selections of Blues, Gospel,
History compare the meaning of | and Soul music of the Delta (RAFT) National Civil rights Museum:
Standards the lyrics to the history region and examine lyrics for http://www.civilrightsmuseu
which can be and context of the meaning and historical context. | Have students m.org/home.htm
found at region. Have students deconstruct compare and contrast
WWW.NCSS.org

Students will explore the
evolution of ideas and
music (change over
time) through the
examination of the lyrics
of the artists of the
region.

Students will compare
and contrast the lyrics of
the songs presented
with their own, and
make a connection with
the past in order to see
the impact of events in
the development of
music and their life
today.

several of the lyric selections
provided in the appendix for
key events and terms related to
the Delta.

Have students complete a
group editing activity and put
the lyrics of the songs
presented into their own words
and describe the meaning of
the lyrics as a small or large

group.

Have students research the
artists and place their lives in
the context of American history
on a timeline. What else was
happening during their lives in
the US and in the world?

the lyrics from these
artists with an artist
from their time to look
for differences and
similarities.

Resources for additional
Primary Sources:

Library of Congress American
Memory website:
www.loc.gov

Resources for analysis
worksheets :

National Archives Website:
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Annotations and Definitions

Citations:

Terms and content information:
NEH Workshop: The Most Southern Place on Earth, July 12 ¢ 18, 2009

Highway 61 fan, www.blueshighway.org

Primary Sources:

Primary Sources have been gleaned from the collections of the Library of Congress and several other websites. Individual citations are provided in the Resource
set template.
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