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Annotated Resource Set (ARS) 

 

 

Content Theme: Lyrics and Life: Music of the Delta  

 

The Most Southern Place on Earth 

NEH Landmarks of American History 

Workshop 

July 2009 

Developed by: Vicki Murphy and Michelle Pearson 

Essential Questions and Objectives: 

What musicians and music help illuminate the culture and stories of the Mississippi 

Delta? 

How can the lyrics of the music which was born in the Delta define this place? 

How have the Blues influenced other forms of music over time? 

Contextual Paragraph for Resource Set:   

The Delta is one of the culturally richest regions in the United States, but is often left unexplored 

by teachers and students due to the lack of basic information which provides a foundational 

understanding of the area. Central to the Delta is the Blues Highway, Route 61, which was the 

path leading north during the Great Migration and served as a core foundation for artists who 

have “talked” about the Delta, the struggles of the people in this region, and life in this culturally 

diverse area. Additionally, the Delta was the home of the Blues, a type of music born from 

desperation, which would later affect the development of other types of music through several 

more decades including today. 

This resource set provides primary sources, lyrics, and several activities that encourage 

students to look at the Delta and south through a variety of viewpoints. The focus of this set is  

most particularly the musicians who called the Delta and Blues Highway a part of their home, or 

who were influenced by the Blues as they developed their own musical style and songs. 
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Resource Set 

Bo Diddley Memphis Minnie BB King WC Handy Charlie Patton Carl Perkins 

 

 

 

Bo Diddley and his 

instrument 

 

 

 

 

Kansas Joe and 

Memphis Minnie 

portrait 

 

 

B.B.King portrait 

WC Handy portrait from 

the National Park 

Service 

 

 

Dockery Plantation: 

Home of Charlie Patton 

for many  years and 

where he first learned 

about the Blues. 

 

Carl Perkins (famous for 

his rockability) with fans 

 

http://www.altmanphoto.com/id

dley_sitting.jpg 

 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_IoU3b

EFUwWc/SLrDke8es5I/AAAAAAA

ACu4/auIlRCfmLXs/s400/Kansas+

Joe+and+Memphis+Minnie.jpg 

 

 

 

http://seattletimes.nwsource.co

m/ABPub/2007/05/04/20036934

77.jpg 

 

 

 

http://images.google.com/imgres

?imgurl=http://www.nps.gov/hist

ory/DELTA/BLUes/images/people

/wc_handy.jpg&imgrefurl=http://

www.nps.gov/history/DELTA/BLU

es/people/wc_handy.htm&usg=_

_LJ1E2wFt74qvlp9Ke8NMrOCEG7

o=&h=266&w=194&sz=12&hl=en

&start=5&tbnid=xspnYWCPBVjFf

M:&tbnh=113&tbnw=82&prev=/i

mages%3Fq%3Dwc%2Bhandy%2

6gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den 

 

 

http://www.nps.gov/history/delt

a/blues/sites/delta_sites.htm#do

ckery 

 

http://www.thisdayinrock.co

m/wp-

content/uploads/2008/03/car

l-perkins-2.jpg 
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Bo Diddley Memphis Minnie B.B. King WC Handy Charlie Patton Carl Perkins 

 

 

Bo Diddley Cover 

 

 

Memphis Minnie cover 

 

 

BB King cover 

 

 

 

Memphis Blues cover 

 

 

Charlie Patton portrait 

 

  

Carl Perkins cover 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wiki

pedia/en/e/e8/BoDiddleyDebutAl

bumCover.jpg 

 

http://musicophiliadaily.files.wor

dpress.com/2009/03/memphis-

minnie-aint-no-use-193_.jpg 

 

http://static.rateyourmusic.com/

album_images/252c5dfe160928a

09925fbe7af662581/185475.jpg 

 

http://scriptorium.lib.duke.edu/s

heetmusic/n/n07/n0725/n0725-

1-72dpi.jpeg 

 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_IWqfv

yO_nw8/SNdfs74eYLI/AAAAAAAA

FX8/Kg059Snb97Q/s1600/Patton.

jpg 

 

http://images.amazon.com/imag

es/P/B00004TGT5.01._SCLZZZZZZ

Z_.jpg 
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Suggested Activities, Assessments, and Objectives 

Grade 

Level 

Curriculum 

Connections 

Curriculum 

Standards 

Learning Objectives Suggested Learning 

Strategies 

Suggested 

Assessment 

Strategies 

Links to Other 

Resources 

Content Objectives Thinking Objectives 

6-8 Social 

Studies 

U.S. History 

Government 

Civics 

Writing and 
Reading  

Inquiry  

Geography 

Music 

 

  

This section 
has been left 
blank 
intentionally 
as each 
educator can 
fill in the 
standards that 
are applicable 
to their 
content area. 
The activities 
provided 
adhere to the 
National 
History 
Standards 
which can be 
found at 
www.ncss.org 

 

What musicians and music 

help illuminate the culture 

and stories of the 

Mississippi Delta? 

How can the lyrics of the 

music which was born in 

the Delta define this place? 

How have the Blues 

influenced other forms of 

music over time? 

Students will predict the 

effects of society in the 

Delta and explain the 

impact of this society in 

the music created by 

this selection of artists. 

Students determine 

perspective in primary 

sources. 

Students will analyze 

various sets of lyrics and 

compare the meaning of 

the lyrics to the history 

and context of the 

region. 

Students will explore the 

evolution of ideas and 

music  (change over 

time) through the 

examination of the lyrics 

of the artists of the 

region. 

Students will compare 

and contrast the lyrics of 

the songs presented 

with their own, and 

make a connection with 

the past in order to see 

the impact of events in 

the development of 

music and their life 

today. 

Have students individually 

research the various artists 

presented in this collection to 

learn about their personal 

background and history. 

Compare and contrast the 

backgrounds of the artists and 

discuss how this affected the 

development of their music and 

style. 

Have students listen to 

selections of Blues, Gospel, 

and Soul music of the Delta 

region and examine lyrics for 

meaning and historical context. 

Have students deconstruct 

several of the lyric selections 

provided in the appendix for 

key events and terms related to 

the Delta. 

Have students complete a 

group editing activity and put 

the lyrics of the songs 

presented into their own words 

and describe the meaning of 

the lyrics as a small or large 

group. 

Have students research the 

artists and place their lives in 

the context of American history 

on a timeline. What else was 

happening during their lives in 

the US and in the world? 

 

Complete a 

perspective writing for 

a singer that would 

have lived during this 

era. 

Have students 

complete a first person 

narrative describing 

why they have created 

the lyrics they have 

and for what purpose.  

( RAFT) 

Have students 

compare and contrast 

the lyrics from these 

artists with an artist 

from their time to look 

for differences and 

similarities. 

Additional Resources for 
information on the Delta 
Region and Blues Highway: 
 
Delta Center: 
www.blueshighway.org 
 
BB King Museum: 
http://www.bbkingmuseum.or
g/ 
 
Staxx Museum 
http://www.soulsvilleusa.com/ 
 
National Civil rights Museum: 
http://www.civilrightsmuseu
m.org/home.htm 
 
 
Resources for additional 
Primary Sources: 
 
Library of Congress American 
Memory website: 
www.loc.gov 
 
 
Resources for analysis 
worksheets : 
 
National Archives Website: 
www.archives.gov 

 

http://www.ncss.org/
http://www.blueshighway.org/
http://www.bbkingmuseum.org/
http://www.bbkingmuseum.org/
http://www.soulsvilleusa.com/
http://www.civilrightsmuseum.org/home.htm
http://www.civilrightsmuseum.org/home.htm
http://www.loc.gov/
http://www.archives.gov/
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Annotations and Definitions 

Citations: 

Terms and content information: 

NEH Workshop: The Most Southern Place on Earth, July 12 ς 18, 2009 

Highway 61 fan, www.blueshighway.org 

Primary Sources: 

Primary Sources have been gleaned from the collections of the Library of Congress and several other websites. Individual citations are provided in the Resource 
set template. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.blueshighway.org/

