Annotated Resource Set (ARS)

Content Theme:

The Delta, the Basics, the Beginning

Developed by:

Vicki Murphy and Michelle Pearson

Essential Questions and Objectives:

Students will identify key people who have played a role in the culture that defines the
Delta and Blues Highway.

Students will be able to compare and contrast the Delta and the Blues Highway with
other locations and regions in the United States.

How has the society and culture changed over time in the Delta region?

How can the Delta be defined as a region based and geographic place?

Contextual Paragraph for Resource Set:

The Delta is one of the culturally richest regions in the United States, but is often left unexplored
by teachers and students due to the lack of basic information which provides a foundational
understanding of the area. Central to the Delta is the Blues Highway, Route 61, which was the
path leading north during the Great Migration.

This resource set provides basic terms that will assist an educator and students in
understanding this “cradle of American culture” as well as primary sources which relate to each
term that can be used as resources during in-depth study in either a stand-alone format or to
augment existing curriculum content.
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Resource Set
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Suggested Activities, Assessments, and Objectives

Grade Curriculum Curriculum Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Suggested Links to Other
Level Connections Standards Strategies Assessment Resources
Content Objectives Thinking Objectives Strategies
7" Grade U.S. History These Enduring Understandings: Students will predict the | Have students complete a Complete a DBQ for a | Additional Resources for
Geography suggested effects of events though | quick write after viewing one of | selected primary information on the Delta
Government activities can | what post Civil War the examination, the pictures from the primary source document. Region and Blues Highway:
8" u.s. N be adahpted 0 | elements of society analysis, and synthesis | source list or the terms on the
History Civics rsntztitst © impacted relations of primary sources. list provided. Complete a Delta Center:
Witing and standards of between African . ‘ . perspective writing for | WWw.blueshighway.org
Reading the user Americans and the rest of Students determine Using one of the analysis tools a character that would BB King Museum:
easily. They the population in the delta perspective and bias in provided on the Library of have existed during '
Inquiry also ad_here to | region? primary sources. Congress Website, analyze the | the time period being Staxx Museum
the National primary source documents studied. The essay
Geography gggir;(l:llsizaies Essential Questions: Students will analyze assigned and compare and should address/answer
standards. various primary source contrast them as directed using | the essential National Civil rights Museum:

How can the Delta be
defined as a region based
and geographic place?

Students will identify key
people who have played a
role in the culture that
defines the Delta and
Blues Highway.

Students will be able to
compare and contrast the
Delta and the Blues
Highway with other
locations and regions in
the United States.

How has society and
culture changed over time
in the Delta region

documents to gain an
understanding of
historical events and
connect these events to
the present.

Students will learn about
cause and effect
through the examination
of historical documents

Students will learn
evolution of ideas and
thinking (change over
time) through the
examination and
analysis of primary
sources.

Students will be able to
use a set of primary
sources to put events
into historical context.

a venn diagram.

Categorize and group primary
sources around a common
theme or era based on the
history of the Delta region.

Have students listen to
selections of Blues, Gospel,
and Soul music of the Delta
region and examine lyrics for
meaning and historical context.

Students define terms and
compare their definition of the
term to the primary sources
examined in the classroom.
Select 5-7 which they feel
define the Delta region during a
selected era or time period.

guestions.

Using the terms and
primary sources given
during the lesson,

have students write a 5
paragraph essay which
illuminates key
concepts and
understandings about
this region in a fictional
or non-fiction format.

Have students connect
the primary sources
included in this set to a
minimum of three
others they find from
additional sources.
Using all of the primary
sources create a
succinct explanation
paragraph for the
primary source set
they have created
based on the essential
guestions in this
resource set.

Resources for additional
Primary Sources:

Library of Congress American
Memory website:
www.loc.gov

Gilder Lehrman website
www.gilderlehrman.org

Resources for analysis
worksheets :

National Archives Website:
www.archives.gov
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Annotations and Definitions

Key terms which should be included in the study of the Delta and the Blues Highway include but are not limited to:

The River: a river flowing S from N Minnesota to the Gulf of Mexico: the principal river of the U.S. 2470 mi. (3975 km) long; from the headwaters of the
Missouri to the Gulf of Mexico 3988 mi. (6418 km) long.

King Cotton: Cotton and cotton-growing considered, in the pre-Civil War South, as a vital commodity, the major factor not only in the economy but also in
politics. Cotton was an especially important product in the Delta.

Share Cropping: Sharecropping is a system of agriculture or agricultural production in which a landowner allows a tenant to use the land in return for a share of
the crop produced on the land

Gospel: a now popularized form of impassioned rhythmic spiritual music rooted in the solo and responsive church singing of rural blacks in the American South,
central to the development of rhythm and blues and of soul music.

Tennessee Williams: A famed US dramatist who wrote about the Delta region.
Eudora Welty: Eudora Welty lived her life in Jackson, Mississippi and became famous for her stories from the heart of the American South.

BB King: The King of the Blues who was born as Riley B. King near Indianola, Mississippi in 1925. Considered by many to be one of the premier Blues artists of
the 20" century.

WC Handy: A famous blues composer considered to be one of the most important people from the Delta involved in the development of the Blues.
The Great Flood: The Great Mississippi Flood of 1927 was the most destructive river flood in United States history.

Plantation: a usually large farm or estate, esp. in a tropical or semitropical country, on which cotton, tobacco, coffee, sugar cane, or the like is cultivated,
usually by resident laborers.

Jim Crow Laws: Laws originating in 1890 discriminating against people of the African American race particularly in the southern part of the United States.

The Levee and the Army Corps: The levees’ in the Delta region were designed to protect populated areas from potentially disastrous flooding and keep the
Mississippi safely within its banks.

Immigrants: A person who migrates to another country, usually for permanent residence. The Delta has a variety of immigrants who have helped to form the
cultural tapestry of the region. These include Italians, Syrians, Chinese, Jews, and many others.

Segregation: The act or practice of separating people or animals into groups.
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Integration: An act or instance of combining into an integral whole.

Small Towns: Of, pertaining to, or characteristic of a town or village. The Delta region is dotted with small towns, and has very few larger towns or urban areas
within it’s boundaries.

Tenant Farmer: A person who farms the land of another and pays rent with cash or with a portion of the produce.

Freedom Songs: Songs often sung in the fields, during work, or while people were migrating north along the Blues Highway to Urban areas that would allow
more opportunities for the future. They were influential in the development of Gospel, Blues, and Soul music from the Delta region of the United States.

Highway 61: Often called the “Blues highway” and used as the road north out of the segregated south and Delta region during the great migration.

Cotton Gin: A Cotton Gin (short for cotton engine) is a machine that quickly and easily separates the cotton fibers from the seedpods and the sometimes sticky
seeds, a job previously done by workers. Because of the large flat areas available for farming, cotton was a substantial product in the Delta for generations.

Citations:

Definitions:

Definitions are taken from Dictionary.com so that they may be referenced online by the user(s)
Content information:

NEH Workshop: The Most Southern Place on Earth, July 12 — 18, 2009

Highway 61 fan, www.blueshighway.org

Primary Sources:

Primary Sources have been gleaned from the collections of the Library of Congress and several other websites. Individual citations are provided in the Resource
set template.
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