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Lesson Plan 

Lesson Topic:  Freedom of Speech     Grade Level: 12 

 

Generalizations: 

1.  Types of speech protected by Constitution 

2. Types of speech not protected by Constitution 

3. Music as speech (progressing from hymns to blues to rock to hip hop 

Guiding Questions (GQ): 

1.  What EXACTLY is speech? 

2. Why are certain types of speech prohibited/protected by the U.S. Constitution? 

3. Does music qualify as speech?  How? 

4. Why do movies/cds have a rating system? 

Lesson Plan/Objective Gen/GQ# Procedure Materials/Resources Evaluation related to 
objectives 

Create a power 
point demonstrating 
the types of speech 
protected & not 
protected by the 
U.S. Constitution.  
Include visuals and 
audio or all types of 
speech and any 
relevant Supreme 
Court cases 

Gen 1-3 
GQ #1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GQ# 2-4 

A.  
Introduction/Motivati
on 

1.  The Constitution does 
not give people the 
right to say anything 
they want anytime 
they want. 

2. Not only are some 
forms of speech not 
protected by the 
Constitution, some are 
actually criminal. 

3. What is the difference 
and why?  Provide 
examples. 

 
B.  Study/Learning 

Activities 
Find photos/videos/lyrics that 
portray the various types of 
speech and include supporting 
slides detailing why or not this 
particular type of speech is 
protected/prohibited. 
 

Computer lab 
 
Various websites 
from Blues folder 
 
Supreme Court case 
studies 

Power point graded 
by rubric 



Show the progression of music 
from hymns through hip hop 
with particular emphasis on 
controversial artists and the 
implementation of a rating 
system for parents. 

 


