
The Levee Board Workshop Portfolio  

June 2,3,30, 2011  

The three -day workshop helped twenty -seven K-12 public and private school teachers 

incorporate the importance of flood control in the Delta to their respective curriculums.  This 

workshop was particularly important and sought after this year due to the  high levels of water 

the Delta has experienced this year.  Despite the fact that students live next to the mighty 

Mississippi River, many of them are not aware how vital the levees and the work o f the Levee 

Board are.  Experts from the Yazoo -Mississippi Delta Levee Board, and Dr. Luther Brown, Mrs. Lee 

Aylward, and Dr. Henry Outlaw from the Delta Center for Culture and Learning instructed the 

workshop.     
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Arriving from different places in the Delta, the 

teachers were given on arrival a packet of 

information.  The packet contained a map of the 

Yazoo Drainage Basin, one of the primary and 

secondary depositional environments and related 

channel features of a typical meander of the 

Mississippi River, and the river as it appeared in 

2500 BC.  It also included a list of songs about the 

river, a sheet of facts about the river, a fact sheet 

on the history of the Mississippi River, two short 

essays about the river, a list of possible topics for 

teaching modules about the river, and web 

resources.  Dr. Luther Brown from the D elta Center 

for Culture and Learning gave an overview of the 

workshop.  He emphasized the importance of the 

Levee Boards to the very survival of the Delta and 

how most citizens know very little about them.  He 

also explained how the teachers will work toge ther 

to develop a general plan for the lesson modules 

which will be presented to the whole group when 

they come back together for the final session.  All 

teachers will receive every groupõs lesson plans to 

help them teach about flood control in their own 

c lassrooms. 

 

 

Day 1  

Thursday, June 2, 2011  

                            

 
                                         Time: 9:00 a.m.  

                                                                                                               Location:   Coahoma County Higher Education Center  

                                                                                                                                  Clarksdale, MS 38614  

                                                                      Introductions  

                               



  

 

Watch   Fatal Flood  

The first activity was watching the documentary on the Mississippi River Fatal Flood which is a 

part of the PBS series An American Experience .  This movie documents the great Mississippi River 

flood of 1927.  The film explores the weather leading up to the flood, many personal narratives of 

experiences during the flood, the rescue efforts, and the consequences of the flood.  

 



 

The teachers watched three short films by the U.S. Corps of Eng ineers in the next segment of the 

workshop.  These films showed the basics of flood control , Stemming the Chocolate Tide , 

Dredging - Vicksburg District , and Sustaining the Mighty Mississippi.  The first film explains basic 

concepts behind the construction a nd maintenance of levees.  To keep levees strong, the 

Levee Board installs under seeping pipes which relieve pressure from the levees during high 

water.  The films also describes the technology behind levee construction such as the use of 

laser alignment s ystems and tractors to position dirt mounds to specific locations.  

 

The second film explained the process of dredging in the Vicksburg District.  

Teachers learned about the need for dredging to maintain inland channels  

for barges to pass.  The teachers were  also exposed to how the GPS system  

is crucial to the efficiency of dredging operations.  

 

The last film dealt with the building of revetments along the river to maintain the  

channel  and to keep it in its banks.  The American economic system being the best in  

the world,  it is necessary to keep the navigatable rivers in top shape to moveõ 

cargo all over the world.  This film show s the corps and what must be done to  make sure that the 

river is kept in mint condition for the economy of the United States.  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Day 2 

Thursday,  June 3, 2011  
                                                                                                                                                          

 

                                                              Time:  8:00 a.m.  

                                                                                                                    Location:  Coahoma County Higher Education Center  

                                                                                              Clarksdale, MS 38764  

                                                                                                           

        
 

The teachers boarded Delta State University vans for a trip to the Yazoo Mississippi Delta Levee 

Board.  The group was met by Loris Johnson who gave a brief overview of the Levee Board and 

showed the group the historical pictures and maps that line the sta ircase to the conference 

room.  A discussion on the role that the Levee Board plays in maintaining the levees, in 

educating the public on its mission, and what happens when we go into an emergency situation 

as we did this year.    The presentation was give n by the Emergency Coordinator for the Levee 

Board Jamie Roberson.  

 With the events that happened with flooding this year, this presentation was very timely.    

Before we left, the Yazoo Mississippi Delta Levee Board generously gave all participants of the  

workshop a sturdy bag which had a water bottle, notebook, and calculator inside.  

A Visit to the Yazoo Mississippi 

Delta Levee Board 



 

 

 

 
 

 

                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictures from inside the offices of the Yazoo- 

Mississippi Delta Levee Board, Clarksdale, MS 

38614 



 

 

 

 

 

 

After the presentation at the Levee Board offices, the group boarded the DSU vans again for a tour of 

the levees which were still closed to the public.  The group got to view firsthand the extensive flooding 

in the upper Mississippi Delta.   

Jamie 

Roberson, the 

Emergency 

Management 

Coordinator 

for the Levee 

Board, gave an 

overview of 

the 2011 flood 

and the Levee 

.ƻŀǊŘΩǎ 

response. 

Gift given to all 

participants of 

the workshop. 



 

 

                                

 

 

 



                      

 

 

 

 

  The group continued on to the 

forestry office at Friars Point.  

There the chief forester Sam 

Hobart gave a presentation on 

his department.  He elaborated 

on reforestation, timber 

cutting, and gave the group a 

tour of the greenhouses as well 

as the growing plots for trees.  

The teachers were told that 

they could take a tree home 

with them.  Some took him up 

on his offer. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                       

Workshop participants 

viewing the 

greenhouse 

Sam inside the 

greenhouse with the 

seedlings 



         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seedlings for 

reforestation 



Day 3  

Thursday, June 30, 2011  

Coahoma County Higher Education Center  

Lesson Plan Presentations   

Margaret Walker with the Yazoo Mississippi Delta Levee Board  addressed the group  and 

thanked them for their participation.  She also spoke of their participation with their classes in the 

educational programs that the levee board offers to the schools in the northe rn levee board 

district.  Lee Aylward of the Delta Center spoke with the group about their continuing education 

credits for the workshop; she also told that their lesson plans would be added to the Delta 

Centerõs website.  The teachers then began to present their lesson plans.  The teachers had 

been divided into six groups according to the grade levels that they taught.  The lesson plans 

spanned from kindergarten to high school.   

The kindergarten teachers showed a book they had found The Flood That Came to  

Grandmotherõs House that was very appropriate for the flooding that the Delta had just 

experienced.  Their lesson plan was a one - day plan.  They used pictures as well as a journal  on 

the words and pictures.  

 

 

Group 6:   Noelle Glorioso, Memrie Melton, B everly VanNamen  



 

The first- grade group presented a one -day lesson on the levee.  They began with a pretest and 

a posttest.  They had divided the lesson into Reading, Language Arts, Social Studies, Music and 

Art.   

 

 

 

Group II :   Ann Eason, Andrea Farris , Teresa Scheider, Julie Burton  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The third group focused on the Rivers and the Delta .  This was primarily a musical lesson where 

the students wrote either songs or poems.  

 

 

 

 

 

Group VI : Denise Walls, Brenda Miller, Crystal Thomas, Elizabeth VonKanel , Delores Curtis, Triccia 

Hudson    

 

 

 


